
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 14:1-25 

 

 

Where are we in the story? 

A few weeks ago we spoke about the significance of the Temple scene. What was it? Why was it so important? 

What was Jesus communicating? 

The Temple Symbol said: the old system doesn’t work, it is corrupt and recalcitrant 

The Temple and the sacrifices and worship to not accomplish what God ultimately desires 

1. A deepening love for God 

2. A deepening love for mankind 

Instead, the temple and the system itself became the means for keeping people away from God 

This morning, we will look at what I believe to be, setting His death and resurrection aside, the second of the two most 

important symbolic gestures Jesus would make in His entire life 

The fist was the Temple Judgment, the second is the Last Supper as it is commonly called 

 

• Mark 14:1-11 

Passover in 2 days…could be tomorrow, today, then tomorrow 

Between 100,000-300,000 pilgrims migrated to Passover, the city normal had about 60,000-120,000 residents 

You can feel the storm clouds gathering in chapter 13, now they will rest over the head of Jesus Himself 

What is the story? 

Just a side point, but why is this leper named? 

There are kind of two stories here. What are they? Is that important? 

Usually if someone is named in the Gospels on a positive note, it is assumed that had a significant role, known to the 

early churches, in the spread of the Kingdom 

Judas, the Chief Priests AND this amazing woman…all wrapped together 

Beauty and evil all pushed together…how that fits this time 

Who is this woman? 

In verse 3 it says she “broke” the vial. As apposed to what? What is the feeling here? 

She is in a desperate hurry 

Nard is an expensive perfume from 2 plants, nadala from Nepal and spike or spikenard 

This is literally a years wage (Mark 6 200 was enough to feed some 15,000 people or so) 

What is motivating this woman? What is she doing? Or appear to be doing? 

How on earth would this woman know He was dying? Or did she? 

Don’t think she did…she was just being spontaneous, yet God worked this out for His burial preparation…amazing! 

This is also, other than John laying on His chest and Judas’ kiss, the only affection He will receive again 

What is strange about this anointing? 

Done by a woman, in a lepers home…The Gospel come alive!!! 

Was also normal for a King, but this one is going to His death for mankind 

 

What is your opinion about what might have happened with Judas? 

Disappointment after entry into city, final blow with situation with woman, something else? 

In Luke, it literally says that Satan entered into him…only one of two people in all of scripture this happened to (anti 

Christ) 

 

• Mark 14:12-21 

Why just 2 disciples to set this up? 

Judas had already betrayed Him…had to do this in secret to make it thru the evening 

Interesting to note, a man carrying water would have been strange since this was a woman’s job 

What has Jesus just predicted? What is on their mind though? What really is their concern? 

Amazing, He just spoke about His burial preparation…but their worry is how they are perceived 

Also interesting to note that NO ONE SUSPECTED JUDAS…was one of the guys 

And Jesus’ deep wounding had already started 

It is also how common the sins that actually put Jesus on the cross…sins so common to me 

“It isn’t me is it?” 



 

• Mark 14:22-25 

People always tease me because my life, and vacations always revolve around food 

There is something intimate about food…food way often marks unique and special occasions 

And that is what this is…even more it is Passover 

* Passover story 

* Luke notes on Passover process and elements 

Elements in Modern Day Seder: 

The roasted shankbone represents the Paschal sacrifices (a slaughtered lamb), which Jews brought to the temple during 

a feast predating the Passover holiday.  

The Maror, or bitter herb (usually horseradish root), symbolizes the bitterness of the bondage the Jews endured in 

Egypt. 

Charoseth is a delicious mixture of chopped apples, nuts, cinnamon, honey, and wine, which represents the mortar 

Jewish slaves used to build the great stone structures of Egypt.  

Karpas, usually parsley or another green herb, is a symbol of hope and the renewal of life promised with the coming of 

spring.  

Most notable place was to the hosts left, most likely occupied by Judas 

John was most likely on His right so He could whisper to him 

And Jesus followed the script perfectly, until the last 2 elements where He took a severe left turn 

 

I mentioned earlier that this, along with the Temple judgment, were the 2 most significant symbolic things Jesus did 

Why? 

What again was the point of the Temple judgment? What was He communicating? 

And now, thru this meal, what was Jesus communicating? 

What were the two things required to be a Messiah? 

1. Fight on Israel’s behalf, on behalf also of the entire world 

2. Rebuild or reestablish the Temple 

Jesus Himself has established Himself as the new temple, the One that would reside literally in  our hearts 

And Jesus would fight for Israel and the world, but not thru sword and insults and threats 

He would lay His OWN life down, He would fight the great Messianic battle and defeat evil 

He who saves his own life will lose it…He would lay His down on to help others 

He would turn the other cheek, He would forgive in silence while being beaten and mocked 

And He would call us to do the same 

a) Jesus was the greater Moses 

b) His people were deep in slavery, but this time to something far worse than the Egyptians, TO SIN 

c) The Angel of death and hell itself was coming 

d) And Jesus would Himself become the blood on the doorpost of the human heart 

e) He Himself would walk thru the red sea of death to bring His people to freedom 

 

The Passover meal meant to the Jews the end of exile…the end of feeling enslaved by life 

The meal represented the road to freedom…a people set apart, beloved of God the creator 

Jesus was passionately looking forward to this meal…where He could show once and for all what He was about 

That quite frankly is why the story is interwoven with betrayal 

Like Pharaoh, God would take this arrogant cold opposition and use it for His means 

 

What was the point of the original Passover meal? Who was it about? 

Who is this meal as far as Jesus is concerned about? 

 

Fighting my little Allstar battle…God was calling me to Kingdom work…to lay aside my own injustice and frustration, 

and to love these guys, to not speak ill which Andy and I agreed to 

 


